
QAC Spirit is online at:  https://qac-ohio.org/?page_id=124   QAC Spirit—Page  1 

 

 

 
 
 

 

When I was much younger I used to make New Year’s resolutions.  There was a lot of 
guilt and disappointment when I usually failed to fulfill them.  Sometimes though, they 
were fulfilled, albeit many years later - which shows that I’m not a quitter!  

 
I recently read an article that explained the difference between ‘the meaning of life’ and the ‘purpose of 
life’.  The first is whatever we choose to create for ourselves - our careers, our goals, our relationships.  The 
latter invites us to sit with a deeper vision.  What is my purpose? Why did God create me?  How can I fulfill 
my purpose so that I am pleasing to God?   
 
The quote, “progress, not perfection” is my mantra.  So my resolution this year is to pray every day for 
grace to help me define and live my purpose for the glory of God. 
 

Happy New Year!   

 

A Marianist Community 

May the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
glorified in all places  

through the Immaculate Virgin Mary  
Marianist Doxology 

Queen of Apostles Community 
4435 E Patterson Road  

Dayton, OH 45430-1033  
Phone: (937) 429-0510  

www.qac-ohio.org  
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Community Coordinator’s Corner   

                           ~ by Terri Blanken 

January 2022 

Picture/Prayer used with permission at www.lords-prayer-words.com.  

http://www.lords-prayer-words.com/
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When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent 
left and could say, “I used everything You gave me.” 

 ~ Erma Bombeck 
 

This is the first of a series highlighting our priceless volunteers at QAC.   
 
Marilyn and Dan Nagle’s involvement at QAC began in the early 70’s when Marilyn attended 
several planning meetings as a result of their unhappiness at another parish.  They wanted to be 
part of something new.  From the very beginning, Marilyn knew that QAC was where she and 
Dan belonged.  It was to become their new second home and their second family.  Since then, 
Marilyn has been active on almost all committees, and in fact, she continues to volunteer for 
several all at once. They include hospitality, community ministry, liturgy planning, social justice, 
finance, new membership, communications, greeters, leadership team and many more.  In 
addition, she has also served as the Community Coordinator from 1993-1995.  She and Dan 
started QAC’s monthly publication, “The Spirit”, and were the editors for many years.  They 

hosted the first QAC New Year’s Eve Party at their home. When the participants list grew larger, they moved the 
party to Si Lounge.  With the exception of our isolation from the coronavirus, this continues to be a much anticipated 
annual event. 

Dan has been very active with all of the social gatherings at QAC and he is known as QAC’s ‘unofficial photographer’.  
He has also presented informative programs and PowerPoint presentations for our enjoyment , as well as to 
acknowledge the veterans in our community.  Marilyn says, “Because, like with my own family, I want us to thrive 
and survive, I tend to volunteer wherever I see a need and that seems to be a lot.  I know most people my age tend 
to step back and let others do the volunteering, but that is just not my nature. I need to be there doing my part.  
Everything we have been involved in for the past 50 years was a way of giving back to a community that took us into 
the place we knew was exactly what we had been looking for. Everything we have been involved in since, is out of 
love for this amazing Community.”  Marilyn and Dan - THANK YOU! 

 

 

Sarah Stewart is a “born and bred” member of the QAC family, and she is very committed to 
her duties as a weekly communion distributor of low-gluten hosts and St. Vincent donator.  
She has worked part-time at Trader Joe’s for seven years, five in Santa Fe and two since 
returning to Dayton. She loves her job at Trader Joe’s, and it was at the Santa Fe store that 
she was jokingly and affectionately given her nickname, Taco, after mistakenly calling 
crabmeat “taco meat”.  

Colin’s Lodge is Sarah’s second home for four evenings and much of Saturday. Colin’s Lodge 
offers a host of programs and activities for special needs young adults, a sampling of which 
includes yoga, art, Zumba, personal training, and Flying Eagles basketball. She also takes 
classes at Healthy Habits Cook Club, which has opened her palette and culinary skills to unlikely favorites such as 
Farmers Market Risotto and Shepherds Pie. 

When not at work or Colin’s Lodge, Sarah enjoys time with her niece and nephew, “messaging” her Lodge friends, 

and watching news and sports, especially football, as you may have noticed from her variety of team shirts. She 
has an amazing built-in GPS system, she loves to track packages, look up good deals for donations, and 
help her mother with electronic snafus.  Sarah - THANK YOU! 
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ALL IS CALM 

ALL IS BRIGHT 

As we turn the page on a new year, the words of the Christmas holiday season are 
worth spending time for reflection. 

For many people, this Advent Season was not ripe with calm and bright.  Bad 
things have happened to good people.  Family members, friends, neighbors and  

acquaintances have suffered the effects of COVID.  Others feel heavy burdens to 
carry as they, or a dearly loved one, suffer pains caused by illness, separation, or 

economic changes.  On a larger scale, our neighbors in Kentucky and several other states continue to suffer ravages 
of devastating tornadoes.  Typhoons ravaged friends and family in the Philippines.  I could go on, but trust you 
understand the point. 

And yet, here we are in the New Year, renewed by the commemoration of Mary’s “yes”, and the birth of the Savior.  
That same “yes” proves to us that the bad things we sometimes experience are not of a vengeful God, punishing us 
for something we did or didn’t do.  In that “yes” Mary, born without stain of sin, set course not only for the joys of a 
mother raising a child, but also suffering so greatly.  They say there is no hurt greater than to lose a child – Mary, 
knowing full well the true identity and mission of her child, watched as her son was publicly put to death on a cross 
following humiliation after humiliation imposed by the people of her own faith.  Surely, God moves in strange ways 
for without His death, Christ could not have conquered death through the resurrection. 

Just as teenaged Mary could not have foreseen everything that lay ahead as she answered “yes”, we do not know 
what lies in store for us, either individually or collectively, but we know our identity which is rooted in helping 
others.  Just during December, the QAC Social Justice Ministry and several individual members donated to the 
Kentucky tornado relief effort hoping to help reach those who may have been unable to get to the help needed 
through other agency efforts.  As has been the case in the history of QAC, the Community opened its hearts and 
wallets to assist through the Advent Giving Tree.  Special thanks once again to Tanya and Eric Groff for organizing the 
tree and ensuring that your generous donations were distributed to the charitable organizations we support through 
that effort.  Many of you act as the hands of Christ in so many ways as you, almost unseen, go about helping those 
you encounter. 

Social Justice is very grateful for all those actions.  And, once again, we thank the entire congregation for continuing 
to make a full 10% of the weekly collection available to the Social Justice Ministry!  We will, hopefully, continue to 
benefit from your support as we support agencies and organizations aimed at advancing social justice in the Greater 
Dayton Community and around the world.  A full listing of the agencies assisted each quarter is available on the QAC 
Home Page under the “Our Community” tab. 

Therefore, as we begin 2022, through the existence of the wonderful gift that is Queen of Apostles Community, 
despite the trials and tribulations experienced, we can truly say, with joy, that “All is Calm” and “All is Bright”.  On 
behalf of the Social Justice Committee, we thank you for making that so.  As you hopefully reflect on what QAC 
means to you, let me quote the words of Iris Perry (put to music by John Emert at https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1FX9vSH1IbGFOMxBverSivc-MAckCAajz/view?usp=sharing): 

May the love you have shared in this place; 
May the word of God spoken here; 

May the prayers that were offered here today; 
Lift you up, encourage you, go with you, strengthen you; 

‘Till we worship together again.  Amen. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 

Kevin and Linda Murnane 
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Our Volunteers Are Valuable 

I recently read that based on the average hourly 
wage, experts currently estimate that one hour of 

volunteer time is worth $28.54. We have always known that the many QACers who 
volunteer to serve in our various organizations and ministries are more valuable than 
any monetary gauge.  Through the gifts of time and talent that our parishioners so 
generously share, we are able to truly be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.   Many 
thanks to all those faithful and generous stewards who volunteer in our community! 
Your time is worth everything to us! 

 

“Volunteers are not paid -- not because they are worthless, but because they are 
priceless." 

Have you considered volunteering, but were afraid that you didn’t have the time or 
talent.  We have all felt that way at one time or another.  There are many of us who 
started our ministries by taking a chance and letting God lead the way.  Now you have the 
chance to build your relationship with God and answer the call to discipleship.  Remember 
that stewardship is spelled: 

Sewardship  not $tewardship 

No matter what you choose to do to volunteer at QAC, any amount the time and talent 
you share will be greatly appreciated!  

Follow and like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/ 

Kevin Skinner 

For those unable to attend Sunday Liturgy, please don’t forget that we still need your financial support.  
Please mail in your weekly donations (address on front cover) or better yet,  

set up Online giving.   

View the instructions to setting up online giving at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRMfgKncvhM&feature=youtu.be 
CORRECTION IN VIDEO—QAC Zip Code was changed, so please disregard the last four of the zip code 

This scale shows our weekly offering (Sunday collections) and our planned budget (target) for the 
2021/2022 fiscal year, which started July 1st.  Please remember that 10% our weekly offering goes 
to our Social Justice Ministry.   Thank you for your support!   

Report now EXCLUDES the following YTD non-operating items: 

http://www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRMfgKncvhM&feature=youtu.be
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What Child is this - Chris Bohmer-Stewart 

What child is this? 

It is you  

It is me 

It is us who now lay in the manger sleeping 

 as Mary and her son, the Eternal Universal Christ 

 await our awakening 

Bidding us to come alive and bring the gifts of the Magi into our 

world 

 not gold or frankincense or myrrh 

 but mercy and peace, justice and LOVE 

 as we become the holy people God calls us to be 

 

Wishes for blessings in 2022 to our Queen of Apostles Community!!! 

Matt &  Meghann Naveau with Emma & Luke 
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January Rose 
                                                             by Steve Guilfoos 

The winter rose 
A rose so rare 
Found only in the purity of the season 
 

Found in your heart 
Found in your love 
Found in your soul 
 

An unmatched fragrance 
Fills your senses 
Erupting into magical feelings 
Of utter completeness  
 

You are no longer alone in this world 
You are one with the January Rose 
Together you smile silently with God 
As voiceless hallelujahs encircle the world  

Share your talent with QAC! We would love to feature your artwork, writing, photo or 
other creativity in an upcoming Spirit.  Send your inspiration to qacspirit06@att.net by 

the 22nd of each month. 

 
 

QAC’s monthly Leadership Meeting was held on Thursday, December 3rd  
Minutes from the meeting are posted on the QAC website -  

http://qac-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Lead-meeting-11_4_21-converted-2.pdf 
 

Homilies and Reflections are posted each week at http://qac-ohio.org/?page_id=70. 
 

Current and back issues of the QAC Spirit newsletter are posted at   http://qac-ohio.org/?page_id=124 

http://qac-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Lead-meeting-11_4_21-converted-2.pdf
http://qac-ohio.org/?page_id=70
http://qac-ohio.org/?page_id=124
http://qac-ohio.org/?page_id=124
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Welcome to our monthly section of The SPIRIT devoted to our youth  

Building disciples of Jesus and true members of the body of Christ, grounded in  
his true presence in the Eucharist and ready to stand for the truth, that is the love of God, in 

any terrain of the battlefield 

For any additional information please contact the Director of Religious  Education (DRE) Joelle Martinez 

(509) 781-1369 or email at joellemartinez_qac@outlook.com 

The Marianist high schoolers 
As part of this year’s Religious education program, youth who are already confirmed are part of a class called the 
Marianist high schoolers. This class combines sessions of catechetical formation and L.I.F.E student-led classes. The 
catechetical formation we chose for our students this year is based on the digital program from RUAH WOODS and is 
titled CALLED TO BE MORE. This curriculum presents the teachings of Saint John Paul II on theology of the body. We 
have four students this year and we pray that God touches their hearts and minds personally through RE sessions. Our 
catechists for this year are Maggie Atkinson and Kathryn Tchorz, and I would like to acknowledge them and thank 
them personally not just for volunteering but for who they are being to our youth. I really hope they know the impact 
that they are making and it only suffices to look at the world around our kids today to understand the spiritual price at 
stake. Maggie and Kathryn have surprised me with their motherly generosity, with an abundance of desire for the 
faith and with a personal deep longing for God that really poured out to their students. We really should be thankful 
that God’s hand is everywhere, and his Holy Spirit really is working in our community and in our kids’ lives. He is the 
faithful one and his promises of spiritual providence never fail, even when we slack or become weary. 
 
Why CALLED TO BE MORE? 
As I mentioned, the CALLED TO BE MORE curriculum from Ruah Woods is a curriculum presented on a digital platform 
where students can register, as well as parents, to have access to the lessons and other resources. Parents have been 
encouraged every week to discuss with their kids what they have been learning in class by accessing the platform. This 
is part of the weekly parent faith formation since building the domestic church is an important aspect of RE this year. 
A screenshot of the platform is below and shows how interactive this could be between teachers, DRE, parents and 
students. The opportunities of engagement exceed that of a typical textbook with resources such as testimonial videos 
and built-in discussions and reflections etc. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Follow us on our Facebook page  at www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/ 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/
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Mission Statement and Philosophy 
The Mission Statement of Queen of Apostles Religious Education is to look upon each child as created in the image 
and likeness of God and as a reflection of His goodness. We strive to live, teach and provide an understanding of 
Jesus and His message. We know it is essential to knowing Him, loving Him and serving Him always. With Mary as 
our model we seek to cultivate the hearts, minds and souls of our students to their fullest potential. 

But the main and true richness of the program and the reason behind the choice is of course the content itself. 
CALLED TO BE MORE is not another light presentation of the theology of the body that kids “could understand”, and it 
is not just a focus on the implications of the great Pope’s teachings in terms of the dos and the don’ts. This curriculum 
is not so much concerned with what the consequences of the secular views have been on our kids, but is concerned 
with what we are not teaching our kids about the truth and the purpose of who they are. By teaching IN DEPTH the 
“whys” of the Catholic church, we can build in our kids a strong and internal moral compass that the love of God can 
permanently nurture. I do specify IN DEPTH because one of the main incentives behind the curriculum is to stop 
watering down the faith for our youth so that their religion can fit into a world that is constantly telling them that the 
neutral, relative and “tolerant” view of YOU DO YOU and I DO ME is what makes them happy and free. What will make 
them happy is to have their desires and their aspirations aligned with what they were created for, aligned with the 
objective truth that God is and that Jesus, by becoming a man has revealed. In reference to course 1, we hope to 
communicate the following: 
 

• Jesus Christ reveals to us that we are inherently relational. A statement such as “I can cheat on my test if I 
want to. It is not going to hurt anyone” is simply and inherently unsound and goes against how our souls 
work.  

• Jesus Christ reveals to us as well, by revealing the Holy Trinity, that we are loved. In His supreme gift of self on 
the cross, Jesus shows us this tremendous love that allows us to exist. Man cannot live without love since he 
remains incomprehensible for himself.  

• By revealing God’s love through giving all on the cross, Jesus also reveals that our suffering has meaning.  God 
was able to use even suffering to love, to redeem, to offer mercy. This also reminds us that God can bring 
good out of everything, even our suffering. 

• Finally, by becoming man, Jesus reveals that our bodies have meaning and that they are good. If our bodies 
were a hindrance to love, Jesus would have never become man.   

 
Through this curriculum, we are trying to awaken the hearts and minds of our youth at QAC, to the incredible dignity 
of the human person. The idea of atheistic humanism, in which God is seen as an illusion — a chain to which some 
narrow minded or unsophisticated people have fastened themselves, cannot compare with the greatness of the 
human person revealed by Jesus Christ.  
 
Please keep our youth in your prayers. They are just starting on the battlefield, and they are already tired of the 
confused, inwardly driven and unfulfilling world that keeps failing them. Let us renew our responsibility, as the body of 
Christ, and through our Mother Church, to be here to point them to Jesus and the peace that He has for them.  
 
Stay tuned for updates on L.I.F.E activities this year in the next issue.   
 

God bless you 
Joelle Martinez 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

Follow us on our Facebook page  at www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/ 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/
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4 SCOTT HUDNELL 
4 GREG REPASY 
4 RITCHIE ROSE 
5 SAM STOUT 
8 TODD FANTACI 
9 JUDY POTTER 
10 LORI ORMSBY 
11 VIRGINIA DUVALL 
13 RUBY BAUER 
13 JEFFREY BOHRER 
15 BRIANNA MAE BRUNETTE 
15 JOSH MOORE 
18 JOSEPH KEIM 
20 JUSTIN MORAN 
20 NOAH SEIBERT 
22 BARB HOSFORD 
22 LISA NORDMEYER 
22 GRACE TAKACS 
23 BILL IVORY 
23 ERIKA JENNINGS 
23 DAN NAGLE 
24 KATE CHESAR 
27 PHYLLIS GOFFEE SHARP 
31 CATHERINE KEENAN 
31 JENNIFER LANDRY 
31 WILLIAM MEERS 

 

Blessings to all those  
celebrating a Birthday this month! 

 

Our prayers are offered on  
your birthday that God  

will bless you with 
infinite peace, love,  

prosperity and happiness.  

Seniors’ Corner                          
By Chuck Bauer 

January 2022 - Happy New Year 

And the New Year is looking better 
already. The days are getting longer - 
not by much, just a couple minutes a 
day, but by mid-June in Dayton, the 

day will be lengthened by over 5 and a half hours.  A piece of 
Trivia:  On the Arctic Circle the days length will increase by 24 
hours.  I remember this information, with the help of the 
internet, and my Jr. High Earth Sciences class. 

Last November, I went to the Wright State School of Music 
website and made a list of the Fall recitals and concerts and 
posted it on my boards. When Wright State reopens in 
January, I will develop similar information for the Winter/
Spring 2022 Semester.  Sad to say I did not attend any of their 
Fall recitals. 

Ruby and I generally go out at least once a month on an old-
fashioned Sunday Drive.  The two for December were to 
observe the Christmas Lights.  This year we included at Caesar 
Ford Greene County Park, east of Xenia.  It has over a mile long 
twisting path through the park with many seasonal electric 
displays.  The volunteers and county put a lot of work and 
imagination in the effects. Thank You. 

My discussion is jumping all over the place.  Now I am now 
going to talk about one of my favorite subjects besides fishing 
- FOOD. There is an old platitude: Eat breakfast like a king, 
lunch like a prince and supper like a pauper.  Since I only really 
have two meals a day, I observe the first two. For breakfast, I 
usually plan ahead and have several different comfort foods - 
easily available options.  Every breakfast includes al-dente, no 
sweetener added, pan cooked apples.  I make them up in a 3 
to 4lb batch. This generally lasts about a week.  One comfort 
food option is 100% oatmeal (old fashion oats) waffles.  I use a 
blender in 3 cup batches to powderize the oatmeal, then add 3 
eggs, 1 cup of milk, 1/4 cup olive oil plus sugar and leavening.   
I always make a double batch ~ 12/13 8-inch round waffles.  To 
store, I use wax paper between each waffle and place 6 in a 
one gallon zip-top bag to freeze. The waffles have a mild nutty/
buckwheat flavor.  I tried to make pancakes once but because 
oatmeal has no gluten, the pancakes were very crumbly.  I also 
tried 100% oatmeal scones, they were very very crumbly.  
Another comfort food option is homemade 95% lean country 
pork sausage, milk gravy over biscuits - 1lb of sausage, 4 cups 
of milk, a tube of biscuits makes 6 generous servings. 

In closing, I hope everyone had a very joyous Christmas and 
will have a very Blessed New Year! Thinking of You All:  Chuck 
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For more information or to sign up online to attend one of the local meetings near you, click on the 
center of this page or go to Synod 2021-2023 - Archdiocese of Cincinnati (catholicaoc.org)  

https://catholicaoc.org/synod
https://catholicaoc.org/synod
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Choir Director Amy Lewkowicz 

Eric Groff proudly wearing his little 
angel necktie  

Teesie Lupp  lighting the Advent candle 

Arvin Nanda lighting the Advent candle 
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Readings proclaimed by Jonathan Bohrer 

Prayer of the Faithful by Mia Chesar Sydney Atkinson lighting the Advent candle 

Gabe Paris processing out with the Cross 

QAC Youth participating in December 12 Liturgy 
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 Liturgy 

Christmas Eve 
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Nativity at Clifton Falls 

Marilyn Nagle's Christmas cookies 
Fr. Tom is on Santa’s Nice List 

Home for Christmas 
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The Kids’ Bulletins are available every Sunday at 
https://thekidsbulletin.com. Check the website for Gospel readings 
and more, including fun activities and puzzles!  

The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and concludes on 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, we celebrate the birth of Christ into our 
world and into our hearts and reflect on the gift of salvation that is born with him, including the 
fact that he was born to die for us . Using the list at the bottom of the page, find the hidden words 
in the puzzle (answers can be found on page 9). 

https://thekidsbulletin.com
https://thekidsbulletin.com/
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