A Marianist Community
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Community Coordinators’ Corner

Linda Folmar and Joan Ivory

I make my New Year’s resolutions on my birthday which falls during the first
week in May. After all, the anniversary of my birth marks the beginning of a
New Year for me. This year, | resolve to keep my dining room table and
kitchen counters less cluttered. | have a bad habit of using these surfaces to
throw my house keys, brochures, notes to myself, yesterday’s junk mail, loose
change, receipts, last Sunday’s QAC bulletin, and more! Can you relate?

One of my past resolutions was to control the amount of stuff that | bring into
the house. When | downsized to a smaller home, | made a rule for myself: If |
bring one new thing into the house, at least one other item must leave. I'm
proud to tell you that | have successfully followed this rule for four years.

We are engaged in a similar project here at QAC regarding all the “stuff” we collectively have accumulated
over 50 years. Linda Folmar and | are working hard to offer items
Queen of Apostles Community back to persons who may have donated them to begin with, to
4435 E Patterson Road hold onto items that the New Seasons committee may need for
Dayton, OH 45430-1033 the future community, to distribute items to charitable
Phone: (937) 4.29-0510 organizations that can make use of them to benefit those less
WW‘{V.qaC-(.)hI0.0I'g fortunate, and to select some items to be offered as memorabilia
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A New Month, A New Season Update

The month of May holds so much. There are forward-looking parts (a hint at
summer, starting practice for baseball games, plans for summer vacation), and also
a look-back at the seasons from which we’re emerging (awards programs, dance
recitals that are the culmination of months of work, end-of-school year programs
and events). Can you tell what’s on this mama’s mind this week?

We’'re deep enough into our community’s new-season-building-work that we’re
very much in a May season. We’ve done a lot over the last several months
(listening and learning, surveys, town halls, overview drafting, task force creating,
work plan development, discerning and praying), and there’s still much to be done.
Work is starting in earnest for the facilities, new gatherings format and education/ .
formation task forces, and we’re getting into the really specific parts of creating P A
what our new community will look like.

The Naveau Family

| realized during a conversation with fellow community members last week just how far we’ve come in the last
few months. As a friend answered questions about the new community, | was struck at his ability to
comfortably sit in the nuance, embracing that we don’t have all the answers, but knowing we’re on a path that
will get us there in due time. He clearly saw the vision for what our new community can be and the way it can
serve both our current members and the broader Dayton Marianist family. He saw how we can continue to be a
faith home.

He spoke with such tenderness and hope, gracefully holding details and questions that only a few months ago
seemed really, really hard. | could see how the Holy Spirit has led him, opened his heart, and deepened his
commitment to building the new season of a community of love.

It’s not just him. In so many interactions over the past few weeks, | see so many of you leaning into the hard
and holy work of building something new. Together, we’re working through details. We’re Learning. Praying.
Discerning.

In this May season, let’s take a few minutes to look back at the growth we’ve shared over the past 50 years and
especially over the last year as we’ve shifted into building a future that looks different than we anticipated.
And, let’s stand ready for what the next season brings us, ready to receive the Spirit with open arms and hearts.

Be sure to visit the New Seasons Website. Remember, you will need a login to access the information!
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SociAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

COMMUNITY PROJECT: RESPITE BAGS FOR HOMELESS NEIGHBORS

by Cathy Adler

We have a wonderful opportunity in May to collect items to fill 50 RESPITE BAGS for the
homeless who visit Corpus Christi parish for evening meals, support, and prayers.
Respite bags are given to the homeless in the evenings and are paper bags filled with
snacks and other items to help sustain them until they can get their next meal /
somewhere. This program was started and is supported by the Food for the Journey Project, and bags are given
out all year round, thanks in large part to our Marianist Brothers and many Lay Marianist communities.

We at QAC have a date in June to bring our bags to Corpus Christi parish, so our collection of needed items will
be during May, with sign ups on May 7 and 14, and collection of items on May 7, 14 and 21 in the chapel
vestibule. We will fill all the bags during our Community meeting on May 21. Thank you for your generosity
during this Easter season to serve others as Christ did!

Items needed will be:

Bottles of water (50) Rice Krispie treats (50)
Peanut butter crackers packs (100) Chap Sticks (50)

Individual fruit cups (50) Individual hand wipes (150)
Trail mix in individual packages (50) Medicated band-aids (150)

Bananas (50)

Money for bananas will be collected at our community meeting. Please indicate the amount you’ll bring during
sign ups, any extra items will also be donated.

Thank you for your generosity!
Cathy Adler, Social Justice Committee

ECO-TIP from Social Justice:

Eat your leftovers!!!

I
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| The New York Times recently printed an article on how central Ohio is reducing its food waste with the aid :
' of environmentally-conscious school children and an environmental consulting firm. Household food waste :
| accounts for almost 40% of food waste and food waste rotting in landfills produce methane, a greenhouse :
| gas more potent than carbon dioxide. That same article said that “food waste is responsible for twice as :
| much greenhouse gas emissions as commercial aviation.” :
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Suggestions from Liliana Sierra, a Laudato Si advocate in Cincinnati, and Susan Shain, the NY Times reporter,
include “plan your meals and love your leftovers”, shop with a list, freeze what leftovers you can’t eat, buy
less in the groceries and order less in restaurants, recognize “use by” and “sell by” dates are merely
suggestions and don’t necessarily indicate food is unusable, and learn to use those remaining ingredients
from recipes in salads and smoothies and soups and stock. To quote Pope Francis, “Throwing away food is
like stealing from the table of those who are poor and hungry.”
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it Way of fife Stewardship in Time of Transition

Growing up as an Air Force brat and serving 21 years in the Air Force, moving from
parish to parish was inevitable. With every new assignment, the challenge of Kevin Skinner
looking for a new car mechanic, making new friends and finding a new faith

community was normal, but also hard. The stress of moving can put a told on the family, but at the same
time can bring a sense of wonderment. When we were children, learning to talk, walk, read, and even
play games seemed to be an adventure. Trying new things brought us joy and we could not wait to tell
someone. As we get older, somehow change becomes very difficult. This is when we need to dig deep
into our faith in Jesus and God’s mission. What are we being called to do?

QAC has always been committed to Stewardship as a way of life and as disciples of Christ. During our
transition, now is the time to allow the Spirit to work in our lives, and pray....Come, Holy Spirit, Come. We
might ask God, what am | being called to do and how can | use my gifts (Time, Talent, and Treasure) as
instruments in building something new.

As we celebrate Pentecost this month, let us remember that the early Christians also went through
change in order to start something new. Let us also embrace the outpouring of the Holy Spirit just as it
was given upon the Apostles.

Come, Holy Spirit, Come

QAC Stewardship QAC FINANCIAL SUMMARY - MARCH 2023
: Monthly Year to Date Year to Date (Budget)

Collections S 9,125 $115,929 $170,273
Other Income S - S 4,618
Total Operating Income S 9,125 $120,547

iwpsmpmewl  Operating Expense $ 18,233 $152,851
Income Expense S (9,108) $(32,304)
Report now EXCLUDES the following YTD non-operating items:
Income loss due to investment losses $(12,337)

Thank you for your generosity!

This scale shows our weekly offering (Sunday collections) and our planned budget
(target) for the 2022/2023 fiscal year, which started July 1, 2022. Please remember that
10% our weekly offering goes to our Social Justice Ministry. Thank you for your support!

For those unable to attend Sunday Liturgy, please don’t forget that we still need your financial support.
Please mail in your weekly donations (address on front cover) or better yet,
set up Online giving.
View the instructions to setting up online giving at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRMfgKncvhM&feature=youtu.be

CORRECTION IN VIDEO—QAC Zip Code was changed, so please disregard the last four of the zip code

n Follow us on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Queen-of-Apostles-Community-117192511632358/
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LABYRINTH OF MOUNT SAINT JOHN AND THE
MARIANIST DAY OF ENCOUNTER

The Marianist Encounters Day of Action is a day of
service between the first of April (month of Earth
Day) and the end of May (the anniversary of Pope
Francis’ environmental encyclical Laudato Si),
dedicated to answering Pope Francis’ call to hear
the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.

On Saturday, May 13, Queen of Apostles will partner with the Marianist
Environmental Education Center (MEEC) to work on the native plant
l[abyrinth in MSJ)’s front field. The labyrinth requires a couple of carefully

. timed cuttings each year to keep the plants compact while not interfering
with flowering or pollination. No intensive back-straining work - like digging or hauling of soil - will be required.
Meet in the MEEC Resource Room at St. Joseph Hall at 1:00PM. Bring your own gloves |f you wish or borrow a pair
from MEEC. MEEC will also provide all necessary tools and instructions. 3
Bring a reusable water bottle, wear long pants and closed-toe shoes. A
water-filling station and light snacks will be provided. Timing is flexible if
you need to arrive later or leave before the work is completed.

The labyrinth is a popular prayer fixture at MSJ, an important teaching tool
about native plants, and a source of seeds for MEEC’s nurseries each fall.
The labyrinth is modeled after the 1000 year old labyrinth inlaid in the floor
of the Chartres Cathedral. Walking a labyrinth is designed to be a spiritual
experience. One way of walking is described in the Sacred Path Companion
as the four Rs: Remembering, Releasing, Receiving, and Resolving — X
remembering you are blessed, releasing negativity and letting go, receiving guidance and peace, and rebirthing and
redirecting. Richard Rohr states that “..the turning circuits of a labyrinth remind us that life is change and
transformation...” - an idea deeply relevant to QAC as our community winds our way into our New Season. Sr.
Leanne Jablonski, MEEC Director, will offer a guided labyrinth walk at the conclusion of the afternoon for anyone
who is interested.

At MEEC’s wonderful Springtime Inspiration retreat, Program Director Tara Poling thanked QAC for its long support
of MEEC and asked all participants to pray for our QAC community as we transition from a parish to a Lay Marianist
community. We hope many of you will take this opportunity to partner with MEEC for a couple hours on the day
before Mother’s Day to work, learn, and pray with other Marianists as we honor Mary, our Mother, and care for our
Mother Earth. Questions and RSVP to Chris Bohmer Stewart (937-985-9378 or bohmerstewart 1@hotmail.com).
RSVP is requested only to help MEEC gauge how much help will be available and how much to provide in terms of
snacks.

A MYSTICAL FLOWER OF MARY

May is traditionally the month of May crowning and the gift of Mary’s profusion of
flowers. Roses and lilies are most commonly associated with Mary, but the violet is
honored as symbolic of her humility and simplicity. Playing around with my iPhone
camera and reveling in the first violets of spring, | was stunned when | looked into this
macro photo of a violet. No matter how | looked at it — right side up, upside down,
sideways — it felt as though God had painted a mystical masterpiece in the heart of
this tiny wildflower, often considered a weed. What thoughts and memories flow
forth for you as you gaze at it? What feelings arise in your soul? How does this
mystical “flower painting” speak of what Mary means to you? Hail, Mary, full of
grace!
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Consoling Circle on the Closing of QAC

Steve, Linda, and Joan will be facilitating a Consoling Circle on May 7 in Si-Lounge from 1:00PM to 3:00PM.

Many folks are beginning to feel the tremendous loss of QAC as a parish. This loss manifests itself as grief .

and sorrow which leads to painful memories and a yearning to turn back the clock to a time when we
celebrated our joyous liturgies. We all will be living through many “lasts” from now until Christmas. We
know that come 2024, QAC will close her doors as a parish and everyone will need to search out another
parish for their Sunday worship and the sacraments. Even though QAC as parish is closing, QAC as
COMMUNITY will continue. We know that QAC will be reborn as a Family of Mary through our New
Seasons effort. This Consoling Circle will help you better understand your feelings of loss and hopefully
help you take those things you hold most dear about QAC forward into your future. Space is limited, so we
need to have you register to reserve your spot in this Circle. We will also hold these Consoling Circles
again in the Fall as we draw near to closing of our parish.

If you plan on participating, please send your name (deadline is April 30) via email to Steve Guilfoos — .

sguilfoos@woh.rr.com. Steve will also answer any questions you may have about Circles and how they
work. Any questions concerning the new Family of Mary should be directed to the New Seasons group -

. gachewseason@gmail.com.
LITURGY PLANNING QAC DAY IS AUGUST 27 -
The next planning meeting will be done electronically, SAVE THE DATE
due to conflicts on the first two Sundays of May. We will
plan June 18 & 25, and July 2, 9, 16. Help us Celebrate our 50th!
If you could help plan one of these Sundays, please email It's going to be a great party!

Cathy Dempsey, cdemp61@yahoo.com, or Sharie

McKenny, sharon.mckenny@gmail.com. Make sure to plan your vacations and

trips around this day. More info to come!

Reminder

We are collecting items to support the Stork Kg
Nest Baby Pantry and Brigid’s Path, now K
through May 28. A list of items was included
in the April issue of The Spirit and

“Stork’s Nest
Soody ooy Py

®

hardcopies are in the Vestibule. —
BRIGID'S PATH

FULL OF GRACE: COMMUNITY PICNIC AND WELLNESS FAIR

| Hot dogs, health screenings, music and more! Join the neighbors of Dayton's

Five Oaks community for a picnic and wellness fair May 20 at Corpus Christi,
M 527 Forest Ave., from Noon to 3:00PM. Volunteers are needed to staff the event
and provide children's activities and other goods. Sign-ups and donations can
be made at https:/www.daytonmarianistfamily.com/full-of-grace-ministries.
This is the inaugural event of Full of Grace Ministry, in collaboration with the Grandview
Foundation and Kettering Health Dayton.

Please contact Meghann Naveau at meghann.naveau@gmail.com or 937-709-0018.
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Seniors’ Corner
by Chuck Bauer

“April Showers Bring May Flowers” but the rain and flowers were about a week to 10 days
early this year. As | indicated last month, the temperatures were mild for February and the
first week of March. | located, the temperature plots on the internet (click on the link).
https://weatherspark.com/h/y/15863/2023/Historical-Weather-during-2023-in-Dayton-
Ohio-United-States#tFigures-Temperature. This information is provided just below the
- Seniors Corner Article on my boards. Ruby and | made our annual anniversary Red Bud
tour a week early. It was a good time, especially having an ice cream cone on the way home!

The major activity for May is the collection of the summer schedule for concerts and festivals in the Miami Valley.
Be sure to bring lawn chairs to all festivities, except RiverScape. The major parks are:

e Beavercreek Lofino Park: Generally good, but only one hour — easy in and out. Ruby and | go most Sunday
evenings.

e Beavercreek The Greene: Good line up of Saturday "Summer Block Parties". | will divide them into Family and
Adult where a "Beer Garden" is available. Park in the south parking garage. Go through the tunnel and go to the
left. Set up on the walk way overlooking the stage.

e Centerville Stubbs Park: Very good! It starts early June through August. The lower paved main lot is all
handicapped parking. Go to this lot drop, off your passengers and go to the north grass parking lot. They open the
rear gate after the concert. Check a map on how to get through the plat easily.

e Dayton RiverScape Park: Good line up of entertainment. If you cannot find street parking, go to Second Street
Market for parking on Second Street or in back. | generally put my bike on the back of the car. | never miss the
Celtic Festival - July 28, 29, 30.

e Dayton Levitt Pavilion: Excellent line up, generally 48 concerts (Thur, Fri, Sat) for 16 weeks. Details of the
performances are on the internet. Bing/Google Levitt Pavilion Dayton. Free street parking is generally difficult.

e Kettering The Fraze: Full line up of entertainment, 35+ events, including ~4 Free Festivals and ~4 - S5 concerts
(Free and Nearly Free).

e Kettering Civic Band at Polen Farm, 5099 Bigger Rd: Three Thursday night concerts at 7:00PM. This is a great mid
week break.

e Miamisburg Riverfront Park; 3 N. Main Ave: Concerts start early June through August. Some outstanding groups.

e Springfield Summer Arts Festival: Six weeks (Thur through Sun) of entertainment starts mid June. Very good and
diversified.

When | get the information together | will provide an active link to each.

Remember: Keep Happy, Healthy and Safe
Thinking of You Chuck

Share your creative works with QAC!

We would love to feature your artwork, writing, photo or other
creativity in an upcoming Spirit.

Send your inspiration to gacspirit@é@att.net by the 24" of each month.
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Thank You From Brother Paul Kagece, SM
Dear QAC Members,
The Peace of the Risen Christ be with You all!

A few weeks ago, | had a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist with you. It was a joy for me to see
what a wonderful community you have at QAC. On that Sunday | learned that you wish to remain as a Marianist
Community, after you cease to become a Parish. It was not surprising to me that this is the direction you want to
take. Your community has a tangible Marianist Spirit.

| witnessed that Spirit through your generosity towards Consolata Nayna’s education. She may never meet you in
person, but | will let her know that it is through your generosity she will afford her tuition, books, and upkeep.
Thank you for making the Marianist Mission in Africa real.

On behalf of Consolata, | thank you sincerely for your love and generosity.
Peace to you all,

Bro. Paul Kagece, SM

By the way, we raised $1828 .00 to help Consolata in her first year as a Marianist teacher!

QAC members at Good Friday Walk for Peace

MEEC’s Spring Inspiration
Retreat
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1 JULIA KEENAN
5 CARLISTANNA BERRY
6 BOB BUESCHER
6 JOAN IVORY May 13 - Joanna and Mary Ganger
6  ANITA SMITH May 13 - Charlotte and Tom Zawodny
8 EVELYN ATKINSON
10  DAVID MERRELLI May 14 - Judy and Don Rammel
10 KRISTINA STIEGER May 15 - Darlene and Sam Stout
12 RENAE SMITH
15 PARKER COX May 18 - Cathy and Pete Dempsey

15 SHARON DiLORENZO
15 CONOR HERNIT
17 MARY GUILFOOS May 20 - Flo and Tom Cobey

18 MARY JO PEANDER May 21 - Cynthia and George Hall
20 CHARLIE BANE

May 19 - Mary and Barry Rice

21 PATHALE May 21 - Shari and Dave Ulring

21  TRACY MORAN , ,

7 MAGGIE ATKINSON May 26 - Jody and Neil Paris

22 JOSEPH HAMILTON May 27 - Becky and Dave Cherry-Neer
23 JOHN ZAIDAIN

23 KATRINA HAMILTON

23 JUDY RAMMEL %

25  CAROL WEILAND C L5 |l

28 MARTIN HALL % oG, s

28 CHUCK ORMSBY et o,

On this Memovrial Day, we pray for those

who courageously laid down their (ives for
/ the cause of freedom. May the examples of

their sacrifice inspire in us the selfless love

of Your Son, our Lovd Jesus Christ. Bless the

MEMUB'AL DAY families of our fallen troops, and fill their

REMEMBER AND HONor  [iomes and their [ives with Your strength

and peace.

May the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be glorified in all places
through the Immaculate Virgin Mary

Marianist ’Doxo[ogy
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THE REFLECTION POND |

By Steve Guilfoos

o

On this clear and starry nig t

»

A new star began its twinkle

ngst all the stars that went before

sn’t alone _
in the midst (
and new

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the
hearts of your faithful, and
enkindle in us the fire of your
love. Send forth your Spirit
and we shall be created, and
you shall renew the face of
the earth. Amen
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Religious Education News....

1On April 16, the Fourth Grade and High School classes joined together to experience a Seder Meal! ;
1 1
'We learned that during this time of year, Christians and Jews celebrate their own feasts in their own !
:ways, and we see in these celebrations, the common bonds between the two. At our Seder Meal, we ,

E drew upon the traditional Jewish Seder and our Christian faith to help us more fully appreciate our E

 heritage. The Passover became the great feast of sacrifice and thanksgiving. Each Passover meal,
i revolves around the retelling of this act by the Hebrew children in each family.

| ]

lIt s hard to believe that our RE year is almost over! There are three classes remaining in May — Mayl
I7 14 and 21. On May 14, we'll gather for a celebration at 9:30AM to celebrate Mary, with a!
:tradltlonal May Crowning, and we invite all to join us. More details will be shared in upcommg:
'bulletins. !

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CONFIRMANDI

WHO RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
ON APRIL 30

Cianna Berry
Mia Chesar
Aiden Holcomb
Gabe Paris

A reception will be held in their honor immediately
following Mass on May 7
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Update from the Murnanes...Constitution Day

You might not be at fault if you don’t know that the United States celebrates Constitution Day annually on
September 17. Not a lot of attention seems to be paid to this observance. Though it’s very different from the
observance here in the Republic of the Marshall Islands on May 1 annually! Here, Constitution Day is a significant
national holiday. It marks the anniversary of the country’s new constitution and independence. Parades, field day
activities for schools, sports tournaments, pageants, and other competitions are held to commemorate the day. The
Marshallese people use this day to commemorate their homeland and culture. The Marshall Islands and the United
States of America also commemorate their historic relationship, which
lasted after the Islands gained independence from America.

| watched a couple of YouTube videos on previous years’ parades, and it
reminded me of Fourth of July parades when | was a child. Led by a police
color guard with the nation’s flag followed in short order by a marching
band; a local girl’s drill/dance team; and each of several schools had
representatives marching under their school’s banner. What surprised me
was a banner accompanied by K and K (grocery store) employees, but
Payless had employees right behind them and | even saw a couple of people
representing EZ Price. The utilities each had a group marching. | probably
have not done justice to all of the churches, companies and organizations

that marched, but | want to add one f‘
more — the people with children and '
baby strollers who didn’t have any
banner, but walked along having a
good time enjoying a celebration.

Following the parade, there is a
stage that is populated into the night
with choirs from various churches, singers and dancers representing the
various cultures which are represented here, and, to be honest, | don’t know what all else. But there will be
speeches! We won’t understand much of what is said, but Linda and | are likely to be there to hear some anyway.

As a part of the May 1 Constitution Day celebrations, Linda will serve as one of three members of the judiciary
judging arguments presented by high school students in a moot court competition. The arguments will take place on
April 28 and prizes to the winning team(s) and orators
will be presented as part of the celebrations.

Civic education is as important in the U.S. as it is in the
Republic of the Marshall Islands. In the U.S., May 1 is
“Law Day”, and around the U.S. judges and lawyers will |
also be reaching out to reinforce the importance of the
Rule of Law. Inthe U.S. this year, the Law Day theme on
May 1, 2023 is ““Cornerstones of Democracy: Civics, k.
Civility, and Collaboration.” Something for all of us to

think about as we consider the value of our freedom.

Malachi 1:11

For from the rising of the sun even to its setting, My name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense
is going to be offered to My name, and a grain offering that is pure; for My name will be great among the nations,”
says the Lord of hosts.
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Dan, the camera man is at it again...

Marilyn and | were entertained, on a recent visit to our son's home in Tampa, by two gators, a pond full of turtles,
several red-tail hawks, a family of Sand Hill Cranes and a screen climbing squirrel.

v —

!

—
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e e e | 2

| L

However, it’s the wildlife who owns the right
of way. And the biker knows when to stop

Florida is seeking to make biking and give the right of way to ALL wildlife.
safe on the roads

There is a Legend that the
NUBIAN donkey has a cross on
it's back because it is said that
one of this breed carried Jesus
to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.

Thank P
you ()
Dan

Nagle!

Your pictures make us
smile!
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The cross - a gardener's motto

QAC Transition
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